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Margaret J. Bennett House, (Baltimore International Hostel) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY 

AREA: C a t h e d r a l H i l l 

A d d r e s s : I 7 West Mulbe r ry S t r e e t 
C u r r e n t Name: B a l t i m o r e I n t e r n a t i o n a l H o s t e l 

SURVEY NO. B-2176 

MAGI NO. : 0421765625 

B l o c k : 580 L o t : 2 
H e i g h t : 3 
C o n d i t i o n : F a i r 
U s e : H o t e l 
Designation: 

f t . Lot s i z e : 30 f t . x 150 
Mater ia ls : stone 
Owner : See be low 
A c c e s s i b l e : y e s , r e s t r i c t e d 
Liber /Fo l io : SEB 80/274 

H i s t o r i c Name: M a r g a r e t J . B e n n e t t House 
D a t e : 1880 
Architect/Builder: 
S t y l e ( i f a p p r o p r i a t e ) : R e n a i s s a n c e R e v i v a l 

OWNER: Potomac Area C o u n c i l , Amer ican Youth H o s t e l s 
Descript ion: 

The three-bay facade is entirely brownstone and has elaborate, heavily carved 
cornices with foliated consoles over the windows and the arched doorway. The 
deeply recessed entrance has cast iron gates. Paneled pilasters outline the door 
and window openings and the stone steps terminate in low brownstone pylons. The 
raised basement has monolithic stone window surrounds which form the sills of 
the high 2/2 first floor windows. The windows of the upper floors are also 2/2 
but are proportionately smaller. The heavy cornice projects emphatically, with 
foliated consoles, rosettes, and dentils. The brownstone is severely spalled and 
weathering badly on all parts of the facade. 

Significance: 
Area: architecture Level: local 

The Bennett House, has the most elaborate facade of all the residential 
buildings in the Cathedral Hill area. Obviously designed by an architect and noted 
in the American Architect around the time of construction, the building was a 
showplace in its day. F.W. Bennett, the head of an auction house under his name, 
purchased the site in the late 1850's. The building then standing may have 
resembled those of 11, 13, and 15 West Mulberry. In 1880, the present building 
was erected. Margaret J. Bennett, having no children, endowed a home for 
working women through her will, the Margaret J. Bennett Home (B.-2016) , Prom 
1920 to at least 1942, it was the Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity house. In 1983, 
it was opened as a youth hostel. 

Sources: 
American Arch. 7 (Jan. - June 1880), April 10, 1880, p. 159; 
City directories 

Surveyor and Date: Janet L. Davis, March 1985 
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NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 
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17 West Mulberry 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

61.5SO 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R l 

17 West Mulberry 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Balt imore 
S T A T E 

[3. CLASSIFICATION 
Maryland 

Z 

o 

I -

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• District F§ Building 

• Sit* [~J Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

• Public 

O Private 

n B o t h 

Public Acquisition: 

• In Process 

• Being Considered 

QJ Occupied 

• Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 
in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

£ ] Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

D No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

I 1 Commercial 

f~l Educational 

I I Entertainment 

I I Government 

I I Industrial 

P Military 

f~l Museum 

D Pork 

H Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientific 

P i Transportation d Comments 

• Other (Specify) , 

i i r i » ' • • ' / ; ! , . , . . . „ , , „ , , , , , , 

[A, OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME-

Ul 

UJ 

|S, LOCATION OF LEOAL DESCRIPTION 

S T R E E T A 
Danie l J . Rnfn 
" J W & i b b o n s Ave.i 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

BaJ^tlmore 
Maryland 21204 

— ' > " jwJ 
C O U R T H O USE, REGISTRY O F D E E D S . E T C : , 

Records Off ice , Room 601 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Balt imore c i t y Courthouse C I T Y OR TOWN 

Balt imore 
S T A T E 

Maryland 21202 
TJ-±le Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pa. #) : J i ^ ^ u 6 ~ ^ ^ 

"PRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

City of Bal t imore Neighborhood Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Federal • State • County |X] Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ' 

Commission fo r H i s t o r i c a l and A r c h i t e c t u r a l p r e s e r v a t i o n 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Room 900, 26 S. Ca lve r t St, 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Balt imore Maryland 21202 
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f • DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• Excellent • Good • Foir 

CCheck One) 

&3 Deteriorated 

- (Check One) 

Ê f Altered • Uncltered 

D Ruins • -Unexposed 

(Check One) 

D Moved Ef' Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T * ^D O R I G I N A L (it known) PHYSICAL . A P P E A R A N C E 

17 West Mulberry St., Lot 2, is a semi-attached apartment house of 
common bond brick. The side facing to". Mulberry St. is covered with 
a sandstone facade of channeled masonry; however, the facade is 
chipped repealing a lighter color of sandstone and occasionally 
brick underneath. The building has 3 stories and 3 bays. 

The 1st story consists of 1 main entrance on the right side of 
the building and 2 rectangular windows on the left. Five steps lead 
up to a stoop and vestibule. Beyond the vestibule, there is an inner 
door of iron failing aad glass. Pierc flank the *km wit-Ueajaee and 
+hr iiiivl • mr in 1 nppori •» mii•TiiTiirfg•*#• a •>A'1WTTT'-« mil ••. m*ni g, 
Abo¥»-t.lLa—r.hmtral portion of the arahori doorway 

The entrance is full-arched and flanked by {aiiiamrfcn piers topped 
by consols which support a cornice over the entrance. A coneol 
functioning as a keystone of the arch also supports the cornice. 
Each window to the left has 2X2 panes and stone sills. Like the 
entrance, flanked by the same pier and cornice motif. 

Between the consols, there is a flat lintel with a central circulafc 
design. A rectangular basement entrance lies below the 1st bay on the 
left. There is iron grill work on the door and around the top of the 
steps. The 2nd bay on the left has a basement window below it, 1 pane 

The 2nd and 3rd stories have 3 windows each similar to those on the 
1st story. (\ belt course resembling a plain cornice lies between the 
3rd story and the wooden entablature which fundtions as a cornice for the 
front facade. The entablature is similar to tnose over the windows, 
except that is is supported only by consols displayed at both ends of 
the facade and between each bay. 

Facing W. Pleasant St., an extension of common bond brick projects 
from the center of the building on Mulberry St. The back side of the 
extension has 4 stories and 2 bays. On the 3#d story, there is a 
patio with chatfs and a table. On the right side of the extension, 
a wooden stair way comes down from the fourth story to ground level. 
A lean-to roof covers the extension. No chimneys are visible. 

An alley is situated between buildings on lô fe 2 and 3» The connec
ting buildings facing "W. Mulberry St. and V, Pleasant St. are in 
proportion with those on ther lots on W. Mulberry St. 
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